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June 4. 1979 


Mar Senator Cranston* 

Thank 70a for jmi latter mtjfpr II an behalf 
af /our constituent^ _ concerning the 

hanan rlfhtn situation m Argentina. 

We hm boon deeply concerned by the anxious 
ha n an rights abases that base occurred tn argentine, 
and «e are In frequent 00a tact with officials af the 
argentine Government an this Issue. He base con v oyed 
ear concerns to the Argentine Governsent at the highest 
levels and have discussed the overall hanan rights 
situation as sail as a large nsnber of individual 
caasa. 



The On i tad states has taken aeveral measures 
to underscore our doep concern over the hanan rights 
situation. Argentina is barrad by lav fron participating 
in the Foreign Military Salea program, and Munitions 
List-controlled iteas nay not be exported to Argentina. 

Ke have opposed Argentine loan requests in the international 
financial institutions vhsn the projects to bo financed 
do not clearly neet basic hunan needs. Ns have submitted 
inquiries to the Arqentine Foreign Office on hundreds 
of cases of disappeared and detained persons. Ns 
have repeatedly expressed our deep concern over the 
detention of Jacobo T iceman and have urged the Argentine 
authorities to release him fron custody. 


he have been encouraged by reports that the treatment 
of long-tern political detainees baa begun to improve 
and that the Argentine Government recently issued 
nev uniform regulations governing prison administration 
throughout the country. We are also encouraged by 
recent indications that the Government of Argentina 
has intervened to terminate abductions, the 'disappearances . 9 


The Honorable 

Alan Cranston, 

United States Senate. 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

CJ.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
( ) Release 00 Excise ( )Deny 

Exemption^): no 

Declassify: ( ) in Part ( ) in Pull 
( ) Classify as _ ( ) Extend as _ ( ) Dowi^rade to. 
Oate Declassify on Reason 


- 2 - 


Tou aq b* mn that the Xator-Aaerieaa Coaaleaien 
on lam Sights will visit Argentina in th* osar tutors 
to atudy th* baun rights sltmtian in depth. Ms 
hops thara *111 b* further isproveaeat* is kaun rights 
in connection with tha alait. 

Da *111 continue to Monitor closely th* hoaan 
rights situation in Argentina and to urge tha Oowernoent 
of Argentina to taka effective Measures to restora 
protection of tha integrity of tha parson and other 
fund snental hanan rights. We sincerely hops that 
inprovanants in th* respect for basic htman rights 
will pens it an early return to tba traditional pattern 
of cordial relations that both of our countries seek. 

Sincerely, 


Douglas J. Bonnet, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congreaaional Relatione 
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Correspondence returned. 
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